Homily Midnight 2025
“The journey of wonder lies in the waiting;……..
Empty  is

          the altar
          the manger
          the cross

-  until He comes.
And we have been waiting through Advent, looking and listening for God’s great glory and now whether we are ready or not, joyful or sorrowful prepared or in a muddle -
The waiting is over and he has come. The answer to our waiting and to our longing , Jesus, Emanuel , God with us, has come, born into this world with all its imperfections, we read and sing of angels and of peace on earth, and yet we live in a world of war and violence, a world of criminality and dishonesty, of division and mistrust, lit with glimpses of peace and fleeting flashes of glory. He knew what we are like and yet still he came.

We have heard again the wonderful introduction to John’s Gospel which starts at the very beginning ,speaking of all life springing from God’s Word in Creation and moves swiftly to the new life of creation revisited  and renewed through Christ, God’s Word and the Light of the world. In Genesis the light and darkness were separated as the work of creation began, here in John’s Gospel the light shines in the darkness, battling  undefeated with it, like a small candle in a vast cavern of darkness. 
The theme of Christ as the light and  references to those who bear witness to the light is a constant in John’s gospel, because the coming of Christ  incarnate as a baby to live a human life, is so wonderful and so surprising, we have always needed help to understand it and we still do. It begins in Luke’s gospel with the ancestors and then the  angels, and in all of the gospels John the Baptist is a chief witness to Jesus and his ministry.

Luke’s gospel tells us he came into a world 2000+ years ago, proclaimed by angels to shepherds, into a world where orders were being shouted, where the weak obeyed the strong and everyone, even the strong feared the Roman Emperor. 
He came as a powerless baby, homeless and impoverished into dangerous unsettled times. 
In the prologue to John’s gospel there is no mention of angels, shepherds, wise men or the Roman Emperor. But for John the world Jesus comes into is just as dark and dangerous, but instead John speaks of light. The Word is spoken but not heard; light dawns but the darkness does not give way  “he came to his own , and his own people did not accept him” 
We, human beings in general, were not paying proper attention, we were distracted by the traditional ways of the world, of politics and power struggles,  consumption and self-seeking, so only a very few  people noticed the invisible God suddenly became visible and present as a child, and as Matthew tells us, in his gospel some of them had to travel a long way to acknowledge him.
John’s gospel prologue suggests to us that before Creation even began in Genesis the Word of God whose whole being is love and compassion and relationship, was already present brooding over the waters.
Celebrating Christmas each time, year by year, challenges us again to believe in God with us, the God who comes, as a baby, showing us God’s glory, the Light shining in the darkness which has not overcome it. In his human life we can see and know God, in his ministry and mission, in his death and resurrection, we will see God present and active, and when we want to know what God is like ,we will look to Jesus. 
Christmas challenges us, every year to reflect during the waiting  time of Advent, and to learn to tell again the story of our salvation, each time affirming our faith in the astonishing, extraordinary almost unbelievable love, mercy, compassion and grace of God. He comes to us because he loves us, he offers himself to us for our salvation because he loves us. A 4th Century theologian called Gregory of Nazianzus put it like this
 “the laws of nature are overcome, the Son of God becomes the Son of Man, …the uncreated is created, …that which cannot be contained is contained…. And he who gives riches becomes poor… What is this mystery that is around me? 
You sense his excitement even now.
This is the mystery of our faith, summed up so neatly by John Bejeman in his Christmas poem which rightly declares that nothing at all
“Can with this single Truth compare -
That God was man in Palestine
And lives today in Bread and Wine.”

This is the source of our joy, almost impossible to understand, and yet so simple to say God loves us so much, and so risks everything, by coming to keep us company, to show us how to be fully human, to nourish us and to give us abundant life, so that when he comes again we are ready to receive him.
Loving and glorious God fill our hearts and  our lives with the vision of your glory in the coming of Christ, that we may live faithfully, proclaiming the good news and living the new life that he brings. Amen
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